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September 1, 2021 
 
Welcome back to a new and exciting school year ahead!  We 
hope all our families have had an enjoyable summer vacation 
and we look forward to hearing of the memorable events. 
 
We are excited about the new school year and all the changes 
it brings. This year we offer full day K4 and Kindergarten 
classes. Full day Kindergarten classes start Wednesday Sept. 
1, 2021 and full day K4 classes start Tuesday Sept. 7, 2021.   
 
A Message From This Year’s Acting Principal, Nicholas Vienneau: 

Hello Everyone!  I would like to take this opportunity to introduce 
myself. My name is Nicholas Vienneau, I have had the honour of 
calling Yukon my home for the past 15 years. I taught at Ghuch Tla 
Community School in Carcross for two years before making the 
transition into Whitehorse. Since that time, I have taught at both 
the elementary and secondary levels as a teacher and LAT, as well 
as worked at the Department of Education as the Experiential 
Consultant. Most recently, I taught in Dawson City at the Individual 
Learning Centre (ILC) and was the acting Principal at JV Clark School 
in Mayo for the last 8 months. Each of these positions have offered 
challenging opportunities that have helped shape my professional 
career. 

Experiential education and working closely with Yukon First Nation 
knowledge holders has always been a large part of my teaching career. 
Perhaps, most importantly I have had the great honour of observing, 
participating and seeing the value of integrating Yukon First Nations ways of 
knowing and doing into curriculum. 
 
My family and I spend a lot of time outside enjoying learning and playing 
around the Yukon. When not at school you can usually find us hiking, fishing, 
cross country skiing along a host of many other outdoor activities with 
friends and family.   
 
I am looking forward to working with staff students, school council, Champagne and Aishihik First Nations and the 
greater community this year in creating a vibrant, fun and exciting school year. I look forward to meeting everyone 
throughout the year. I know the power of collective teamwork paired with data driven, student centered initiatives 
and look forward to working with you all. 
 
Sincerely,  
Nicholas Vienneau 

Continued on next page… 

Upcoming Events: 
 
Sept. 6 - Labor Day holiday. 

No classes this day 
Sept. 7 - First Day for K4 

students, full day. 
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New and Returning Staff: 
There are many exciting additions to our staff this year. With the start of our new K4 full day program this 
year, we welcome Michelle Legere as the K4 teacher.  Ferryn Nowatzki is the Gr. 1/2 teacher for semester I, 
and Janet Rudzroga will be the gr. 1/2 teacher in semester II.  Colleen Segriff is the school counsellor 
backfilling for Ms. Buck who is on leave, and Tiffany Drummond, Bridget O’Connell and Mark Nassiopoulos 
join our team of EA’s for this year. Bryan Laloge is our new high-school teacher, and Sarah-Monique 
Chanona is back with us for semester I teaching Elementary French and high-school classes. Congratulations 
to Mr. Sharpe and his wife who return to Haines Junction with a new family of twins! Mr. Sharpe teaches 
high-school.   
 
We are also excited to welcome new students to SECS. New to our school are Wesley, Hadley, Cohen, 
Kashton and Isaac in K4, Emerie in Gr. 1, Halia in Gr. 8 and Jasmine in Gr. 11. Welcome to you all, we hope 
you enjoy your experience here at SECS. 
 
Please know that parents are welcome to call the school to make appointments with their child’s teachers to 
discuss student achievement, ask questions or share concerns. Staff are always available to discuss student 
progress with parents. Student success is our main priority. We looking forward to talking with you! 
 
Standard Bus Driver: 
Mr. Dobson will continue to be the school bus driver for Standard Bus this year. You can contact Mr. Dobson 
directly at 867-634-2511 or 867-334-5675 if you need to arrange for changes in the pick up or drop off of bus 
students.  
 
CAFN / SECS Food Program: 
We are very please to inform parents and students that the CAFN / SECS Food Program will continue again 
this year. The program is expected to start on Wednesday Sept. 8, 2021.  Students will need to bring their 
own snacks and lunches until that time. Welcome to Cenjeya Alfred, Suzanne Hume and Joan Graham, our 
cooks this year. We are sending home a registration form for the program with this newsletter. We ask that 
every parent please fill out and sign the registration form, indicating yes or no to participation in the 
program.  
 
Upcoming Emergency Drills 
Each school year, St. Elias staff and students must practice what to do in specific emergency situations. Here 
are the days on which we will be reviewing and practicing our response to an emergency. Feel free to discuss 
these with your children before hand: 

Tuesday, September 22 - Fire Drill 
Tuesday September 29 - Earthquake Drill  
Thursday October 8 - Lockdown Drill         

 

Covid-19 Protocols Update: 
With guidance from the Chief Medical Officer, Yukon Education has issued updated Covid-19 guidelines for 
K-12 schools. We are attaching these guidelines to this newsletter for your reference.  Please read the 
guidelines carefully as updates to the mask wearing protocols have changed, and call the school if you have 
any questions.  
 
 

Continued on next page… 
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Personal Water Bottles: 
As stated in the SECS Operational Plan students are required to bring a personal water bottle to school to 
refill and use throughout the day. It is important that water bottles be cleaned and sterilized weekly.  
 
When your Child is Ill Protocols:  
This school year, it is still very important to keep your children home if they have any symptoms of a 
common cold, influenza, COVID-19 or other infectious respiratory disease. Check with your child each day to 
see if they have any new or worsening symptoms including: 

- Fever  
- Headache 
- Chills  
- Loss of sense of taste or smell 
- Cough  

- Runny nose 
- Fatigue  
- Loss of appetite 
- Shortness of breath  
- Sore throat 

- Muscle aches  
- Diarrhea 
- Nausea and vomiting 

 
If your child shows one or more symptoms, it is recommended that you use the COVID-19 self-assessment 
tool at https://service.yukon.ca/en/covid-19-self-assessment/ or contact the Haines Junction Health Center 
at 867-634-4444 for additional guidance. Your child can return to school when they are symptom-free, or if a 
health care provider has cleared them to return to school. If your child gets sick at school or has symptoms, 
the school will contact you to pick them up. 
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School Food Program at St. Elias Community School  
 

Champagne & Aishihik First Nations in partnership with St. Elias Community School, are proud to continue 
our new school food program! 
This project offers students a delicious and healthy light breakfast and bagged lunch from Monday to Friday, 
following the school calendar. 
 
Our chefs, Cenjeya Alfred, Suzanne Hume and Joan Graham will be preparing a continental style breakfast 
that will be served to each classroom in the morning, and a ‘to go’ lunch will be served at noon. The menu 
will change weekly as we get to know the students and their preferences. Lunches will alternate between hot 
and cold foods and will be nutritionally sound (and delicious). This program, funded by CAFN is no cost for 
participants. 
 
In order to adhere to COVID 19 protocols, all foods will be individually portioned and wrapped. To maintain 
social distancing and ensure the safety of students, staff and families, we ask that your child/children pick up 
their bagged lunch and take it home to eat. If your child is a bus student or is required to stay school during 
the lunch hour, they will eat the lunch provided in their designated classroom. 

• Please sign and date this form below and return it as soon as possible to the school. If you wish for your 
child/children to participate in the food program, indicate YES on the form.  

• If you require that your child eats lunch provided by the food program at the school, we request that you 
indicate so on this form as we want to adequately adjust our staffing to ensure proper supervision over 
the lunch hour. 

• This program is ‘nut-free’, however please indicate if your child/children have any other dietary 
restrictions or allergies.  
 

 

I, (parent/legal guardian) ___________________________________________ give my consent for 

(student name) __________________(Grade)_______  

(student name) __________________(Grade)_______   

(student name) __________________(Grade)_______   

(student name) __________________(Grade)_______   to participate in the CAFN / SECS food program. 

• Do you wish for your child to eat lunch provided by the food program at the school?  
Please Circle:  Yes / No 
 

• Does your child have any allergies/dietary restrictions? Please indicate here: 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature of Parent/Legal guardian: ________________________________ Date: ___________________ 
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St. Elias Community School Cell Phone Policy 

St. Elias Community School and St. Elias School Council recognize the importance of communication and collaboration, 
and provide devices for students to be productive in the classroom. To keep the focus on academics and to reduce 
unnecessary distractions, the following procedures will be in place regarding cell phone and mobile device use at St. 
Elias Community School: 

K4 – Grade 7: Students should not bring cell phones or electronic devices to school. If there is an instance when a cell 
phone is needed, the student should have the cell phone turned off and left with the classroom teacher for the day. 
Parents can reach students by calling the Main Office at 634-2231.  

Grade 8-12: 
Cell phones and all electronic devices will be placed in student’s personal backpack or jacket pocket (zipped up) by 
8:20 a.m. 
• Cell phones and all electronic devices will be kept in a student’s backpack or jacket pocket during instructional 

time (8:20-9:50; 10:00 – 12:05 and 1:00 – 3:15 p.m.). The cellphone or device must be turned off.  

• Cell phones and all electronic devices can be used only in high-school designated areas for each grade bubble from before 
8:20; 9:50-10:00; 12:05-1:00 and 3:15 onward. Cell Phones and electronic devices are to be in the backpack or jacket 
pocket at 8:20; 10:00 and 1:00 p.m.  

• Cell phones and all electronic devices are not allowed to be used in classrooms, hallways, the library, gym, 
common areas, or restrooms. 

• If a student needs to make an emergency call during the day, they are to come to the office. 

• Parents and guardians can leave messages for students or speak with their youth by calling the main office at 634-
2231 

• When the device is used at the appropriate time, we ask that students respect COVID social distancing and not 
share the device with other students.  

 
We ask that families and students use the main office 867-634-2231 when communicating messages from home or 
school.  

Students using phones or electronic devices during instructional time will be asked to take his/her phone or electronic 
device to the main office, where it will be kept safely until the end of the school day.   There is a charging station in a 
secure area in the main office where phones will be kept. 

If this occurs a second time, the student will be asked to take his/her phone or electronic device to the main office to 
be picked up by a parent/guardian at the end of the day. 

If this occurs a third time, the student will be asked to take his/her phone or electronic device to the main office and a 
meeting with administration and parents will be set up and may result in the phone / device being left in the front 
office daily or a personal electronics contract being created. 

Students who do not follow teacher directives will be acting in defiance which could result in a disciplinary referral.  

This policy is currently in effect for the 2020-2021 school year. A review of the policy will take place in during this 
school year. Parents, students, staff and School Council will have opportunity to provide thoughts, feedback and ideas 
regarding the policy.  


