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October 10, 2013
Mid October already…..it’s amazing to think we are into our second month of school! The past six weeks have offered many wonderful opportunities for learning and working together as a community of learners. 

A quick tour through the halls of St. Elias Community School reveals staff and students everywhere engaged in daily routines of teaching and learning. It is an honor to work with committed professionals who genuinely care for all students of our Community School.

It is equally rewarding to work with our parents, with members and Elders of Champagne and Aishihik First Nations; with our School Council and members of this community. I trust that each of you feel welcomed at S.E.C.S. and involved with your child’s learning throughout this year. Together, we create a learning environment that draws on the shared involvement and support of school, home and community.
Parents and guardians play a key role in monitoring student learning, encouraging and participation in learning activities and being informed. Interim reports for Grades 8-12 have just been distributed. Now is a perfect time for students and parents, in conversation with teachers, to talk about attendance, about study habits and homework completion and about learning engagement. Together, we can ensure that we utilize our time wisely and maximize learning opportunities to best benefit our students. 

Please stay in touch. Your input and involvement is appreciated!

Happy Thanksgiving!!

Maggie Mann

Principal
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Destination Imagination (DI) is an educational program where student teams solve open-ended challenges and present their solutions. 
These challenges allow student to learn higher order thinking and improve in creative thinking, critical thinking and collaborative problem solving. 
St. Elias Community School is using Destination Imagination within classrooms as well as an extra-curricular program open to all students in Grades 3-8. This coming Thursday, Oct. 17th, 2013, we are hosting a DI Open Session at noon hour. All interested students in Grade 3 and up are invited to join staff in the gym at 12:30pm to participate in a DI Challenge. Bring your lunch Thursday so you are ready to go for 12:30!! 
School Photos 

School Photos with Wilson Studios will be taking on Tuesday Oct. 29th and Wednesday Oct. 30th A school photo order package will be sent home next week. Please have the order form and payment back into the school by Friday, October 25th. The regular class photos and individual photos will be taken on Tuesday the 29th, and the Grad photos will be taken on 30th. 

With the K4 and Kindergarten photos being taken in the morning of the 29th, we are asking that ALL K4-Kindergarten students attend school for the morning session on Tuesday Oct. 29th, there will be no afternoon session that day. Children can be picked up at 10:30am.

Family photos will be scheduled for the evening of Tuesday Oct. 29th. If you would like to have a family photo taken, please contact Shawn at the school to book a time. Payment for family photos is paid directly to Ron Wilson at the time of the appointment.

Student Safety Tips and Reminders

Student Drop Off:  A reminder to parents to please drop their children off on the housing side of St. Elias Street, not the school side. When drop off occurs on both sides of the street, the street becomes very congested and student safety is compromised. 

High School students and parents who drive to school and park in the West Parking lot are asked to back their vehicles in when parking. This will ensure that no vehicles back out when students are in the parking lot meeting parents, or getting on the school bus. We appreciate your cooperation with this safety matter.

Free from Bullying and Threats:  Please be reminded that students are not allowed to make threats of any kind. Please talk to your child/youth about the importance of not making threats and reinforce with them that we will investigate all threat making behavior that is reported to us. A Threat Assessment policy letter from Yukon Education is attached to this newsletter. Please contact the school if you have any questions or concerns.

School Bus Usage

Takhini Transportation is our School Bus provider for families living outside of our community that require transportation to/from school. Department of Education policy states that only students who are eligible for bussing ride the school bus. If there is an unexpected need for a non-bus student to ride the bus, the parent must notify the school in advance. We appreciate your understanding and cooperation. 

Halloween Carnival

This year’s Halloween Carnival will be held on Thursday Oct. 31st at 1:00pm in the gym. Students are invited to dress in their costumes and participate in all the fun activities that afternoon. We look forward to sharing this afternoon with our parents and community. Don’t miss the annual Jello Eating Contest set for 2:30pm. See you there! 
Scent Sensitivity and Health Concerns

There are a number of staff and students at St. Elias School with allergies who are experiencing severe reactions to scents and perfumes. In consideration of these sensitivities, we respectfully ask that students, parents, and visitors to our school, avoid use of strong perfumes and personal products. If students are wearing strong scented perfume or personal products we may need to ask the student to return home to change clothing or wash the product off. We thank you for your consideration in supporting the health and safety of all students and staff. 

Student Attendance and Lates

St. Elias Community Staff are noticing an increase of student absences and lates this year and this is a growing concern. While we understand there are circumstances that deem it necessary for students to be away from school, missing any school time has a significant impact on student learning and achievement. 
Here are a few facts concerning absences:

· Missed learning is hard to make up. Teachers are not able to completely re-teach every lesson for every student who is absent. The curriculum crunch demands that the class must move on.

· Missed learning is linked to lost learning time for students who are at school. When absent students come back, teachers must help them catch up. 

· Chronic absence (10% or more days in a school year – approximately 18 days) is linked to low performance in school and declining academic performances. Studies show that students who miss 10% or more generally score lower in reading, math, science and general knowledge areas. 

Our attitude towards school is passed onto our children. If school is not a priority for you, it is unlikely that your children will value their education. As parents, we all want to see our children succeed. During your child’s school years, you can set a value on school attendance and academic excellence which may have long lasting effects on your child. Show your child(ren) that your family cares about learning by making sure he/she is at school on time everyday.  
Dawson City Invitational Volleyball Tournament

Our Grade 9-12 Volleyball teams and coaches are preparing to attend the Dawson City Invitational Volleyball Tournament in Dawson on October 24th – 26th. More information regarding this tournament will be provided soon. We wish our teams the very best!! Play hard, have fun and be a St. Elias Community School CHAMP! Remember only EAGLES are CHAMPS!! 

Artist in the School

Fred Stick, a local Champagne and Aishihik First Nations Artist, is working Gr. 10-12 students. Fred is giving them an introduction to traditional carving methods, painting and design. 

Carpentry and Welding Skills Canada Club
The St. Elias Community School Carpentry and Welding Skills Canada Club for Grades 8-12 is starting up Thursday Oct. 17th, 2013.  If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Eleniak at the school.
St. Elias Community School Growth Process for 2013-2014

Each year the Administration, Staff and School Council representatives work together to develop a plan that focuses on student learning and achievement. Over the course of last year, we identified the following two inquiry designed goals to serve as our school growth planning focus for this year:

1. How will the continued implementation of reading for meaning theory and explicit teaching of meta-cognition strategies impact the reading comprehension levels of all students?
2. How does a concentrated focus on increasing student engagement and leadership impact student achievement?

If you would like further information regarding the School Growth process please feel free to contact the school.
Cultural Camp was a success!

The Gr. 4-12 participated in Cultural Camp activities at Klukshu Village in September. Many thanks to Chuck Hume and Martha Smith for their efforts in instructing the students at the Cultural Camp. A donation of Moose meat by Conservation Services and Salmon from Klu wan made many of the Traditional activities possible. Thanks to Russell Oborne, Shane Oakley, Luke Williams, the students and staff for their participation and efforts, and thank you to CAFN and the residents of Klukshu for welcoming us to enjoy their Traditional Territory and allowing us to use the Hall.  
A Message from the Green Team

In an effort to engage students in small environment initiative that can make a big impact we would like to ask all of our students to participate in a week long garbage free contest beginning on Oct. 21, 2013. The Garbage Free lunch challenge is a Yuko wide initiative run by Raven Recycling Society. We could win $400 - $1,000 for our involvement! 

During this week, any students that bring food to school are asked to bring it in recyclable containers. This could be cloth, plastic, glass or any compostable container. If you have any questions, please call Ms. Cowie at the school.

Terry Fox Run

We had a great turn out for the Terry Fox Run this year. We raised $662.16 this year for Terry! Thank you everyone who donated and volunteered their time. 

Yukon College Career Expo

The Grade 11-12 class attended the Yukon College Ayamdigut Campus Career Expo on Oct. 10th. They had the opportunity to view various career booths and workshops on student services, financial assistance, and coping with Exam stress. They also were able to tour the Campus. Thanks to Mr. Symanski for taking the students on this trip.


Upcoming Events:





Oct. 14 – Thanksgiving Monday.


Oct. 16 –Dental Exams with Dr. Smith.


Oct. 17 – Cyber Bullying  Presentations to          Gr. 8-12.


Oct. 17 – Destination Imagination Open Session for Gr. 3 and up, at noon hour.


Oct. 24 to 26– Dawson City Invitational Volleyball Tournament, Gr. 8-12


Oct. 29 – Individual student and Class photos taken. Family photos in the evening.


Oct. 30 – Grad Photos taken.


Oct. 31 – Halloween Carnival at 1:00pm in the Gym.


Nov. 5 to 7 – Semester One Midterm Exams for Gr. 8-12.











Soccer is starting up again!





Grades 4-5 - practice Tuesdays at lunch hour.





Grades 6-8 - practice Tuesday nights, 6:30-8:00.





Grades 1-3 - practice Wednesdays at lunch so students bring their lunch but 		please NO PEANUTS as there is a student with a serious allergy.





We are excited to announce that our coaching numbers have increased and this year includes Sarah Chan, Sarah Chishom, Cindi Cowie and Rosemary Buck. 				So come on out!





Questions?	  Contact Rosemary Buck (634-2112) or Cindi Cowie (634-2680) or 					call us at the school, 634-2231.








