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October 7, 2014
Breakfast Program:

The SECS School Council is once again offering a morning Breakfast Program on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. Students can come for a healthy breakfast from 8:00 – 8:20am on these days. On Fridays, there will be a hot breakfast. 

The staff and students of SECS would like to express our appreciation for the healthy start to our day, and extend our thanks to the School Council for offering this very important support to SECS students. 

Terry Fox Run:

 “A Great Big Thank You” to the students, staff, parents and community members who participated in our Terry Fox Run event. Through your amazing generosity, we raised $1,179.20 this year! 

On Friday October 10th, there will be a Hamburger and Smokies Lunch for students and staff.  Over the lunch hour, Mr. Eleniak and Mr. Allaway will have their heads shaved as a result of exceeding our school goal of $800 in funds raised! Way to go everyone! 
Dental Therapist in School:

Londa Oshowy, the Dental Therapist, will be here from October 6th to 10th to complete dental exams with students. If you wish to speak with Londa, please call the direct line to the Dental office, 634-7078.
School Photos Update:
October is usually ‘Photo Month’. However, due to a late contract process between Yukon Education and Ron Wilson - School Photographer, the dates for school photos this year are Monday Nov. 17th for GRAD and Family photos, and Tuesday Nov. 18th for classroom photos. With this in mind, photos will probably not be ready by Christmas this year. 
Thanksgiving Day:

A reminder to parents and students that Thanksgiving Day is Monday October 13th this year. There will be no school on this day. Classes resume Tuesday, October 14th. 
Nut Free Zone:
We would like to remind parents that we have several students who have an allergy to peanut/tree nuts and we want to ensure a safe environment for all students. We ask that you do not send peanut butter or nut products for your children’s snacks or lunches. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 
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Students, get lnvolved!



Waste Reduction Week in Canada is October 20th – 26th.  There are two great initiatives that our school can participate in. Raven Recycling is working with a cell company to collect old cell phones.  Our school is eligible to earn $1 a phone or cell phone battery. If you have an old cellphone or cell phone battery that you would like to contribute, you drop it off at the school office.

Hey Students, Parents and Staff, let’s try and win $400 for our school by participating in the Garbage Free Lunch Contest October 20- 24th!

During Waste Reduction Week Oct. 20th – 26th, please help your children pack a lunch without using any materials that go in the garbage.  We welcome anything that can be reused, or recycled.  The Green Team would like to remind everyone that all plastic, soft or hard, may be recycled at our school and in Haines Junction.  We did very well last year in the GFLC!  Let’s work together to make our planet a better place for everyone. 
Earthquake Shake Out Drill:

St. Elias Community School is going to participate in a worldwide earthquake preparedness exercise. The exercise is called Shake Out and will be held October 16, 2014 at 10:16am. This great Shake Out Earthquake Drill is an annual opportunity for people in homes, schools, and organizations to practice what to do during earthquakes, and to improve preparedness. More information about Shake Out can be found at the Yukon EMO website at: http://www.community.gov.yk.ca/emo/ 
· If you are inside a building, more no more than a few steps, then Drop, Cover and Hold on:

· DROP to the ground (before the earthquake drops you!);

· Take COVER by getting under a sturdy desk or table, and 

· HOLD ON to it until the shaking stops.

· Stay indoors till the shaking stops and you are sure it is safe to exit. In most buildings you are safer if you stay where you are until the shaking stops.

· If you are outdoors when the shaking starts, you should find a clear spot away from buildings, trees, streetlights and power lines, then Drop, Cover and Hold On. Stay there until the shaking stops. 
SECS Emergency Plan:

Dear Parents/Guardians:

Because Yukon is located in an earthquake-prone area, and other natural or physical plan emergencies can occur which require us to evacuate the school, we want to remind you that, in the case of such an event, the following procedures will be followed.

· SECS will remain responsible for all students for the hours designated in a normal school day, unless directed to dismiss students by an Emergency Measures authority.

· If we are directed to dismiss students, no student will be dismissed from school unless a parent or designated guardian comes for him/her; no student will be allowed to walk or bike home alone.

· No child will be allowed to leave with another person, even a relative or babysitter, unless we have written or verbal permission to that effect or that particular person is listed as the students’ emergency contact.  With this in mind, if your child’s information is not up-to-date, please call the office as soon as possible.

· All parents or designated guardians who come to pick up students, must sign the student out with the classroom teacher or the designated marshall at the alternate site Student Release station.  This is critical so that we can ensure all students are accounted for and remain safe.

In case we need to evacuate St. Elias Community School in an emergency, our alternate gathering place will be the St. Elias Convention Center. If the Convention Center is unsafe the alternate gathering place will be the Champagne and Aishihik First Nation Administration building. 

We are prepared to care for children in the event of a critical situation, or if parents or guardians are not able to reach the school.  We have a number of people with first aid certifications, and we will be in communication with local emergency services, as required.  We do ask for your help in the following areas:

· DO turn on your radio to CBC (570) or CKRW (610 on the AM dial, or CHON (98.1) on the FM dial; information and directions will be given over the radio.

· DO NOT call the school please; we must have the lines open for emergency calls.

· DO NOT immediately drive to the school following an earthquake or other village-wide emergency; streets and access to our school may be cluttered with debris; the school access routes and street entrance areas must remain clear for emergency vehicles.

PLEASE PUT THIS LETTER IN A SAFE PLACE SO YOU MAY REFER TO IT IF NECESSARY.
Upcoming Events:





Oct. 10 -	Hamburger and Smokies Lunch for students and staff.


Oct. 13 - 	Thanksgiving Monday.


Oct. 16 - 	Shake Out Earthquake Drill at 10:16am.	


Oct. 27 - 	High School mid-term exams begin.


Oct. 31 - 	SECS Halloween Carnival.


Welcome to our new students, Kendrick in Kindergarten and Neta in Gr. 10! 











