September 29, 2015
September has been a busy and exciting month.
We have had lots ‘on the go’ both in the classroom
and outdoors. Thank you to all our parent
volunteers who have assisted with field trips and
school events this past month. Your involvement
and support is greatly valued and so appreciated.
Klukshu Cultural Day – Fall Harvest Activities
th

On Friday Sept 18 our Kindergarten – Gr. 4
students and staff participated in fall harvesting
salmon sessions about how to gaff salmon, cutting
and preparing salmon; identification of plants and
traditional knowledge of plants used for medicinal
purposes; harvesting rose hips and cranberries.
Many thanks to Richard Smith and Marion Primozic
for leading these sessions and making our day of
learning at Klukshu so much fun.
Terry Fox Run
Dust off your running shoes and join us for the
annual Terry Fox Run this Wednesday Sept. 30th.
We will meet at the Muffin at 1:00pm with a 1:10pm
start time. Donations are accepted at the school
office. If we meet our goal of raising $2,000 this
year, some of the teachers have agreed to be
bombarded with water balloons.

Upcoming Events:
Sept. 28-29 – Arctic/Dene Games
PE activities
Sept. 30 – Terry Fox Run
Sept. 30 – Orange Shirt Day
Oct. 2-3 – Sr. Girls and Boys
Volleyball Field Trip to
Haines Alaska
Oct. 5 – Challenge Day for Gr. 8-12
Oct. 9 – PD Day for Teachers. No
classes for students.
Oct. 12 – Thanksgiving Monday
holiday. No school.
Oct. 16 – High-school Interim
Reports sent home

Parent volunteers are invited to join our run with our elementary classes accompanying them
along the route. Please let your classroom teacher know if you can help out. We look forward to
seeing you at this worthwhile community event.
Orange Shirt Day, Every Child Matters
SECS has the opportunity to join hundreds of others across Canada and wear an orange shirt on
Wednesday Sept. 30th to honour the children who survived the Indian Residential Schools and
remember those that didn’t. Every Child Matters.
We wear orange shirts in recognition of the harm the residential school system did to children’s
sense of self-esteem and well-being, and as an affirmation of our commitment to ensure that
everyone around us matters. We invite everyone to run the Terry Fox event wearing orange!
Continued on next page…
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Challenge Day 2015
Challenge Day is an educational program that
supplements our school and community efforts to
increase self-esteem, help shift dangerous peer
pressure to positive pressure and reduce the
acceptability of teasing, bullying, oppression and all
forms of violence.
Next Monday, October 5th our high school
students and staff will participate in the Challenge
Day. This interactive program provides our teens
and adults with tools to model diversity awareness,
create connections and build community.

School Photo Day 2015
This year School Photos will be
taken on Monday/Tuesday
November 2nd & 3rd, 2015.
More information will be sent
home regarding the purchase
of photo packages and the
schedule for Grad, family and
class pictures.

Student Drop Off Zone
Our new student drop-off zone is working well to increase the safety of our students being
dropped off and picked up from school. Thank you to everyone for your support in establishing
this area. We would like to remind parents to please use the parking lots at either end of
the school if you need to. Please do not park in this lane.
To ensure the safety of students getting on or off the School Bus, parents who use the parking lot
at the west end of the school are reminded to please enter from St. Elias Street and exit onto
Bakke Street. Thank you for your cooperation and commitment to our students’ safety.
Lunch Hour at S.E.C.S
St. Elias School’s lunch room is a busy place at lunch hour. The noon hour lunch program is for
students from out of town and bus students. We currently have over 20 bus and out of town
students staying for lunch on a daily basis.
Parents of students who live in town and occasionally are not able to provide lunch due to work
schedules or absences, are asked to please send a lunch with their child and notify the school to
add their child to the lunchroom list for that day.
We encourage parents to send lunches that do not require cooking preparation. Two microwaves
are available to reheat meals, but food requiring longer time to cook tie up the microwaves.
Thank you for your cooperation.

.
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SECS Emergency Plan:
Dear Parents/Guardians:
Because Yukon is located in an earthquake-prone area, and other natural or physical plan emergencies can
occur which require us to evacuate the school, we want to remind you that, in the case of such an event, the
following procedures will be followed.
•
•
•

•

SECS will remain responsible for all students for the hours designated in a normal school day, unless
directed to dismiss students by an Emergency Measures authority.
If we are directed to dismiss students, no student will be dismissed from school unless a parent or
designated guardian comes for him/her; no student will be allowed to walk or bike home alone.
No child will be allowed to leave with another person, even a relative or babysitter, unless we have
written or verbal permission to that effect or that particular person is listed as the students’ emergency
contact. With this in mind, if your child’s information is not up-to-date, please call the office as soon
as possible.
All parents or designated guardians who come to pick up students, must sign the student out with the
classroom teacher or the designated marshall at the alternate site Student Release station. This is
critical so that we can ensure all students are accounted for and remain safe.

In case we need to evacuate St. Elias Community School in an emergency, our
alternate gathering place will be the St. Elias Convention Center. If the Convention
Center is unsafe the alternate gathering place will be the Champagne and Aishihik
First Nation Administration building.

We are prepared to care for children in the event of a critical situation, or if parents or guardians are not
able to reach the school. We have a number of people with first aid certifications, and we will be in
communication with local emergency services, as required. We do ask for your help in the following
areas:
•
•
•

DO turn on your radio to CBC (94.5); CKRW- 96.1 or CHON- 90.5 on the FM dial; information and
directions will be given over the radio.
DO NOT call the school please; we must have the lines open for emergency calls.
DO NOT immediately drive to the school following an earthquake or other village-wide emergency;
streets and access to our school may be cluttered with debris; the school access routes and street
entrance areas must remain clear for emergency vehicles.

PLEASE PUT THIS LETTER IN A SAFE PLACE SO YOU MAY REFER TO IT IF NECESSARY.
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