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June 13, 2014

As the 2013-2014 school year draws to a close, I wish to express my sincere appreciation for the commitment of St. Elias Community School students, teachers and staff in making St. Elias Community School’s mission “Supporting Everyone’s Continued Support” a reality.  It has been a rewarding year working with each of you! Thanks for adding such spice and joy into my day! 

I would also want to thank our incredible parents and the community of Haines Junction for their continued support and involvement.  Educating children / youth and preparing them for the future is truly a team effort.  Thank you to our school families for your partnership in the education of your child(ren).  I hope that the summer break gives you and your families a chance for rejuvenation.  Have a safe, restful and enjoyable summer and I look forward to seeing you next year.

Best Wishes,

Ms. Mann

2014-2015 SECS School Calendar:

Inside your child’s report card package you should find an overview of this year’s school calendar.  Staff will return to school on August 19, 2014 and will participate in three days of professional development both here in Haines Junction and in Whitehorse.  Our students begin classes on Monday, August 25, 2014 which will be a full day of school. 

K-4 students will begin on Monday, September 8th!
Blended Learning for High School Students 

SECS staff has spent a considerable amount of time this year looking into how we can offer increased opportunities and learning outcomes for our high school students. It is our continued desire to offer high school programming that allows individually customized student schedules, so students are engaged in learning that is of their choice and meaningful to them.  SECS staff recognizes the need to improve our ability to accommodate programming needs for students who attend a speciality program for a semester in Whitehorse.  Absenteeism can also greatly impact pacing of the delivery of course content which can create frustration for students who attend regularly and / or work at a faster rate.   

SECS staff endeavors to offer programming that allows for student driven course options, increased flexibility in scheduling, better addressing students’ learning styles and creating mastery based approach for course completion. To help address these concerns and challenges, St. Elias Community School, as of the 2014-2015 school year, will move to a Blended Learning model of course delivery for Grades 10-12 with partial Blended Learning opportunities for our Grade 8 and 9 students.

Blended Learning allows students and staff to access on-line programming of BC Ministry courses (required and optional) while still receiving the face to face instructional support provided by teachers in the classroom. Content and instruction are not teacher driven; students learn through a combination of online delivery and facilitated learning in a physical school location.  Students will have a more personalized approach in accessing courses that are of interest to them and at different times within a day.  Some courses will still be taught in the “traditional sense”, along with many of the option courses our students are drawn to like our SECS Music program, our Trades courses and our Language classes (French and Southern Tutchone).  Our Grade 10-12 students will be provided with laptops to access their courses through the school day and can progress through courses at a designed pace that works for them and their subject teachers. 

SECS will be hosting a Parent Information session for all High School parents on Blended Learning  on Monday, June 23rd at 7:00 p.m. in the School Library, with a second Information Session scheduled for late August. Consultants from Yukon Education will be here to share more about the implementation process and what Blended Learning can offer our high school students. 

Please feel free to call the school if you have questions. We will be contacting parents of high school students later next week to share more information regarding the planned meeting on June 23rd.  

St. Elias School Staff Updates:

Best wishes are extended to Ms. Liu and Mr. Green as they begin new adventures in Vancouver. We are so appreciative and grateful for all they have done for SECS students, the staff, and the community of Haines Junction!  They will both be deeply missed!  

Best wishes also extended to Mr. Preto and family! Mr. Preto will be on paternity leave for the first semester of the next school year. Enjoy your time with family! See you in January!

Mr. Nichols will be on a year’s leave next year. We send him and his family our very best wishes. 

We look forward to having Mr. Eleniak back on staff in August. We have missed you and your family’s presence in our school this year! 

We are currently hiring for a full time temporary Grade 5/6 teacher and a .5 permanent Counsellor / Learning Assistance teacher.  Our elementary grade combinations have been set for this coming year. With the larger class sizes being in the Grade 4-7 area we have designed the following grade groupings to best support student learning and achievement: K-4 and Kindergarten – Ms. Primozic; Grade 1/2 – Mr. Drummond; Grade 3/4 - Ms. Cheetham; Grade 5/6 – hiring in progress; and Grade 6/7 – Ms. Robinson-Collins.   

We will keep parents informed once the hiring of our two positions have been filled. Please feel free to contact the school if you have any questions.

Lost and Found is Overflowing!!

There are several tables of student clothing, running shoes, outdoor winter boots, personal items that have been left in lockers and the gym change rooms. Please feel free to stop by the school in the next few weeks to check these tables. Items will be available for pick up until Friday, June 27th. 

Capital Projects at St. Elias Community School 

There are several school based projects planned this summer, giving St. Elias Community School some love and attention! 

The exterior of St. Elias Community School will be repainted. We have stayed with the existing colors.   Several of the toy structures on the playground are being replaced as well.  Thanks to our grade 4-7 students for their input and feedback in selecting the new equipment!

Inside the school there will be new carpet in the Library and both primary classrooms, as well as the smaller offices / work rooms around the main office (including the Reading Recovery, Counsellor’s and ESW offices, staffroom and both the Principal and Vice Principal’s offices).   Some work will also take place to upgrade and repair the flooring in the Shop. 

BC Provincial Exams:

Grade 10 & 12 students are required to write British Columbia Provincial Exams. These dates are

set by the B.C. Ministry of Education and cannot be changed:

· Grade 10 Math  – Monday, June 16 - 9:00 – 11:00 a.m.
· Grade 10 English – Thursday, June 19 – 9:00 – 11:00 a.m.
· Grade 12 Communications – Friday, June 20 – 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.
We ask all students to arrive at their exam 15 minutes in advance to review procedures and regulations and be ready to start on time.  A student who is 30 minutes late for the BCP Exam will not be allowed to write. 

Drivers Education Program:

SECS is once again coordinating the Drivers Education program for students interested in driver education training. Students must have a valid Learners Permit (Class 7) and be at least 15 yrs. old prior to the start of the program. This program consists of in-class time as well as on-the-road driving time. The Driver Education course was set for next week, however we need to re-confirm dates due to a change in the BC Provincial Exams held that week. The office will notify students/parents on Monday June 16th.  For more information please contact the school.
Upcoming Events:





June 16 – 9:00am Math 10 BCP Exam.


June 19 – 9:00am English 10 BCP Exam.


June 20 – 1:00pm Com 12 BCP Exam.


Aug. 25 – Students’ first day back to school.








