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January 2014

Happy New Year Everyone!! 
We are into the swing of a great 2014 at St. Elias Community School.  January is proving to be a very full month with great learning opportunities and events in store for students and staff. Stop in any time and experience firsthand the exciting things that are happening. 

As we begin a New Year, I would like to extend a very special thank you to our parents and our community for the continued support and assistance with school programs and initiatives. 

Cross Country Ski Program at St. Elias:

St. Elias students will have opportunity to participate in two after school Cross Country Ski Clubs over the next few months. The clubs will be taking students to ski on the Forestry Trails.  Grade 1-6 students will meet on Mondays with Ms. Buck, Ms. Cooper and Ms. Cheetham. Grade 7-12 students will meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays with Mr. Preto. 
We also have an in-school ski program on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons with instructors Ms. Quinn and Ms. Brown. There will be more information to follow on this program.
We now have skis to lend out! We have many sizes for adults and children. If you would like to borrow skis, please contact Ms. Cooper at the school. 

Snowshoe Club: 

The SECS Snowshoe Club will meet Thursdays at 12:00 noon. Students are asked to bring a lunch and dress warmly for this activity. All ages are welcome to participate. 
Staff Professional Development Day

Friday January 24, 2014:

With School Council approval, St. Elias School Staff will be involved in a Professional Development Day next Friday, January 24, 2014.   The staff will have opportunity to engage in sessions that focus on differentiated instruction, supporting learners as readers; student engagement and occupational health and safety training. 

There will be no school for students K4 –12 on this day. 

Semester One Draws to a Close: 

The last day of Semester One at St. Elias Community School is Thursday January 23rd, 2014. Our Semester Two classes begin on Monday January 27th, 2014.   High School Final Exams for semester one courses and Mid-term exams for all linear courses will take place Monday, January 20th – Thursday, January 23rd.  (See Exam Schedule at the end of this newsletter).
St. Elias Community School Spelling Bee:

In preparation for the 2014 Northwestel Spelling Bee several interested students from Grades 4-9 will be participating in our St. Elias School Spell-Off on Tuesday Feb 4th in the Gr. 6/7 classroom at 1:40pm. Everyone is welcome to attend to cheer on our students. From this competition, two students will move on to the 2014 Northwestel Spelling Bee in Whitehorse on February 21st. Good luck to our students! 

School Council Supporting SECS Students:

In supporting all St. Elias Community School students, School Council will be offering a breakfast program that will run Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings starting of February 3rd.  Breakfast menus will be healthy yet simple -  cereal, yogurt, muffins, toast, with special “Hot Breakfast specials” held every so often!  All students are welcome to attend from 7:50 – 8:25 and get a healthy start to their day!  Breakfast will be served in the Home Ec room.

School Council is seeking parents, community members, volunteers within our community who would like to help with delivering the breakfasts as well as donations of muffins, loaves, etc.  If you are at all interested in helping out in some capacity, please contact Jacquie Chamber at 634 - 5219, Millie Joe at 634-5174 or Jeannine St. Marie at 332-5220.

Play for Literacy Event:

Sunday January 27 is Family Literacy Day!! To help celebrate this annual event St. Elias School and School Council is hosting a Play For Literacy Event Wednesday Jan. 29th from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. in the school gym. Please bring your family and join us for an evening of board and word games that encourage literacy fun! School Council will be providing tasty snacks!  Plan to make this a family and community event!!!

Scent Sensitivity:
There are a number of staff and students at St. Elias School who are allergic to scents and perfumes. In consideration of these sensitivities, we respectfully ask that parents, visitors to our school, and students avoid use of strong perfumes and personal products.  Thank you for your consideration.
Grade 8 to 12 Exam Schedule – January 2014
Please note: No classes are scheduled for Grades 8 through 12 on January 20 - 23. Students will use time between exams to attend supervised Study Sessions at school or study at home. 

All students are required to stay at least 1 hour in each exam session.  Some exams may have longer minimum times. 

B.C. Provincial Exam Tutorials and some School-based tutorials for Grade 8 - 12 have been scheduled to prepare students for the writing of their exams and final course work. Student attendance at these Tutorials is expected.  

** Semester II regular classes begin Monday, Jan 27th.**

Grade 8 to 12 Exam Schedule – January 2014


Monday, January 20th

9:00 a.m.  
                        1:00 p.m.  

Math 8 – Mid Term
                       Social Studies 9 Tutorial                                    


French 10/11                                      Science 10 BCP Tutorial   Southern Tutchone 10/11/12             
Communications 11 Tutorial

          Shop 11/12                                         Eng / Comm 12 BCP Tutorial                                      


Study Hall
                       Study Hall


Tuesday, January 21st  


9:00 a.m.  

1:00 p.m.  



HACE 8

Math 9 – Tutorial

Social Studies 9 

Social Studies 10 Tutorial
 


Biology 11 

First Nations Studies 12 


Study Hall

Study Hall



Wednesday, January 22nd

9:00 a.m.  

1:00 p.m.

          Social Studies 8

English 11 / Comm 11
                       

          Math 9       

English 12 BCP                  
                                                                                                           

          Science 10 BCP     

Study Hall                            
          Study Hall
                       


Thursday, January 23rd


9:00 a.m.  

1:00 p.m.


Science 8 
                       Make Up Exams


Drama 9
                       Communications 12 BCP Tutorial

          Social Studies 10



Friday - January 24th 

9:00 a.m.


Communications 12 BCP  

Upcoming Events:


Jan. 20-23: Mid-Term & Final Exams


Jan. 23: Last Day of Semester I


Jan. 27: First Day of Semester II


Jan. 20: After School Ski Club begins 


Jan. 24: Professional Development Day for Staff - No School this day.


Jan. 28: High-School Report Cards sent home


Jan. 29: Play for Literacy Event


Feb. 4: SECS Spelling Bee


Welcome back to Jaden who returns to SECS for Grade 8 in Semester two!








