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December 7, 2015
As Christmas Break draws close, we wish to provide you with updates regarding a few important events during the next two weeks.  There is lots of fun and exciting projects on the go so please stop in and check things out. 
St. Elias School Christmas Concert: 

The festivities for our annual St. Elias Community School Christmas Concert begin Thursday, December 17 at 7:00p.m. in the school gym.  Come and join us in this great celebration of the season! 

A Note from our St. Elias School Council:

The St. Elias School Council will be hosting a Silent Auction/Bake Sale during the SECS Christmas Concert on December 17th.  We are seeking donations, baking and volunteers to assist with the Silent Auction project. If you have something to donate or would like to volunteer, please contact Danielle Drummond at 634-2096.  Donations can include new items, baking, gift certificates, work donations and any “gently” used items (to suggest a few). The proceeds of the Silent Auction go toward supporting projects and programming for the students attending St. Elias Community School.

Christmas Break:

The Christmas Break this year is from Dec. 19, 2015 to Jan. 3, 2016. Students return to classes on Monday January 4, 2016. 
December 18, 2015 is our annual Pyjama Day! Bring your favorite stuffy, wear your favorite slippers and P.J’s!! 
High School Interim Reports:  

High School Grade 8-12 Interim reports for the second half of this semester will be sent home Monday, December 14, 2015. Please take this opportunity to review the reports with your youth and talk about their progress and steps for further success. If you have any questions please feel free to contact high-school staff at the school.  

Student Led Conferences:
We would like to say thank you to the students and parents for the great participation and support for the Student led Conference.  Student Led Conferences support our Assessment of Learning practices and deepen the learning for our children/youth. We had over 95% participation at our Student Led Conferences this term! Way to go everyone!







Continued on next page…
Semester 1 Exams:

SECS Semester I mid-term and final exams will be the week of January 18 – 22, 2016.  Semester II classes begin on January 25, 2016.
B.C Provincial Exams are set for the week of January 25 – 29, 2016. These exams are set by the B.C. Ministry of Education. 
· Math 10 and English 12 – Jan 25th @ 9:00 a.m.
· English 10 – January 26th @ 9:00 a.m.
Student Safety:

Last week, I received an email from one of our parents who forwarded a note from Richard Cherepak regarding student safety.  Richard’s email really ‘hit home’ the importance of student safety during our dark days of winter, and the importance of ensuring our students are visible as they travel to and from school.  Our thanks to Richard, for allowing us consent to share his email with you.

Here is Richard’s email:

Hi,

This morning on the walk to work I came upon an accident scene and ended up stabilizing the neck of a young girl until the paramedics cleared her of any spinal injury.  I suspect she will be fine.

I have sent you this because kids are likely a part of your life - you have kids, know kids or perhaps want kids.  The accident this morning may not have happened had the kids been wearing some sort of lights or reflective material.  The driver and a witness both said the kids (there were 3 of them) were nearly invisible.
 
Kids don’t pay much attention and/or make assumptions they have been seen and vehicles will stop. 
 
Drivers range from diligent to distracted.  Their vehicles may have dirty headlights or fogged windshields.  They may be on the phone.
 
If you are a parent, I know you love your kids,… hell, I love your kids.  Buy them some flashing lights for their zipper pulls.  Put one of your many headlamps on their heads.  Put some reflective tape on their backpacks…. Teach them how to be safe.
 
The accident this morning could have been much worse,… and I have a sense of how the father of that young girl felt when he got the phone call.  You don’t want the phone call.
 
Safety is no accident.
 Ciao
Rich
Our thanks to Richard for the timely and important reminder. Please take time to make sure your children/youth are wearing reflective clothing, gear, a headlamp or a flashing light as they travel to school.
Upcoming Events:





Dec. 11 – “Twelfth Night” field trip for Gr. 9, 10, 11 Drama & Theatre classes


Dec. 14 – High School Interim Reports sent home


Dec. 17 – SECS Christmas Concert


Dec. 18 – Pyjama Day!


Dec. 18 - Last day of School – full day


Dec. 19 to Jan. 3 – Christmas Holidays


Jan. 4 – Classes Resume (full day)


Welcome to Eric in Gr. 9!






























If you would like to receive our Newsletters by email, please send me a message at shawn.allen@gov.yk.ca

